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Hiking The
Moosehead Lake Region

GULF HAGAS
Appropriately nicknamed “the Grand Canyon of
Maine”, this magnificent gorge is nearly 4 miles long,
at times displaying vertical slate walls 300’ to 400’
deep. The west branch of the Pleasant River drops
some 400’ within these four miles creating numerous
waterfalls, chutes, and pools. The falls are
particularly spectacular during the spring runoff. This
is also a must trip in the fall during the peak of the
foliage season. The summer offers tempting
swimming holes under waterfalls. This is truly one of
the most spectacular gorges in all New England and a
highly recommended hiking trip. The gorge and
adjacent land has recently been purchased by the
National Park Service. “The Hermitage” (a majestic

stand of towering white king pine) was declared a

registered National landmark in 1968. This land is

now owned by the Nature Conservancy.

Directions: Access from Greenville. Take a right at

Sanders Store in Greenville (Pleasant Street) and
continue straight ahead for approximately 2 miles. At

this point, the road takes a sharp right angle turn.

Continue ahead on a dirt road approximately 10
miles, where you will come to the hedgehog

Checkpoint gate). Stop at the gate, pay a small fee
(North Maine Woods Association). The attendant will
give you a map and directions to the head of the Gulf.

Time: Allow 6-8 hours for the hike, which includes
a long trail of approximately 8.5 miles. To continue to

“The Hermitage” would entail a round trip of 11.5
miles and would require about 8 hours. If you do not

wish to hike the entire trail, the head of the gulf can
be reached by hiking only 1 mile from the trailhead.
The Appalachian Trail passes through the Gulf. You
will want to return to this spot time after time!!!!
LITTLE SPENCER
This hike is considered difficult for the average
hiker. Caution should be exercised. There is a
flagging tape trail through the woods. The beginning
of the trail is somewhat wet and then becomes very
steep and strenuous, although not a technical climb.
Footing can be somewhat difficult on steep portions
due to loose shale rock.

Directions: Follow directions as for Big Spencer
Mountain to Kokadjo. At the first fork in the road,
take the left fork to Spencer Pond Camps. 2.1 miles
from the corner, take the road on the right. This road
will take you along the east shore of Spencer Pond.
Approximately 1/2 mile on the right, you will spot
the flagging tape which marks the trailhead. There is
a book at the summit of the mountain to sign.
Time: 4 hours for round trip.

MT.KINEO

Located on a peninsula in the center of Moosehead
lake, Mt. Kineo rises dramatically 800 feet straight up
out of the water on its southeastern face. This famous

landmark can be seen by driving 20 miles north of

Greenville on Rt. to Rockwood.

To get to Kineo from Rockwood, you must go by
boat. Two trails, the Indian Trail and the Bridle Trail,
lead to the top. At the top, one can continue from the

fire tower to North Trail and Hardscrabble Point

approximately 1-3/4 miles and continue east on the
Carriage Road Trail 1-1/2 miles to make a loop hike
back to the Bridle Trail. Once on the peninsula, do
not head straight to the base of Kineo as the trail
disappears and is closed. Proceed by heading
northwest along the shore path from the docking area.
Passing under the spectacular cliffs of Kineo flint, it
is approximately .8 miles to the Indian Trail, which
starts on the right flagged by blue blaze. This trail
stays near the edge of the cliff all the way to the top,
which is reached in 1 mile. NOTE: This trail passes
over steep cliffs for extended lengths and adults
should be in control of children at all times. There is

a dramatic drop off all the way. Watch closely for
blaze marks to keep on trail. A short distance before
reaching the firetower on top, you can continue east

to a trail, which leads to the sheer
faced cliffs... but be careful.

To reach the Bridle Trail, continue .3 miles
northeast beyond the Indian trail on the shore path.
The trail is on the right by an old warden’s camp.
Although there are no views until the top is reached,
this is a longer, easier trail. The fire tower on top
affords spectacular views and is well worth the climb.
Time: Allow 3 hours round
trip from the docking area.
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VIEW FROM KINEO - This is just one of the spectacular views that can be seen from the Mt. Kineo hike. Legends of Mt.
Kineo have grown in the century and a half since Thoreau’s own legendary visits. The Kineo Hotel, known also as Kineo
House, evolved from a small tavern in 1844 into a world famous palace. A youthful Teddy Roosevelt stayed there in 1870 and
legend has it he lost a fist fight with some boys from Greenville. To read more about the history of Kineo go to the website:

http:www.moosehead.net/hiking/kineo.html.
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MAJESTIC EAGLE ON MOOSE ISLAND - Brian & Sandy
Doughty of Harfords Point were fortunate enough to snap
this great shot of an Eagle on Moose Island recently. Eagles
have potentially long lives (20 years) and are very selective
of suitable habitats. FMI visit the Maine Department of In-
land Fisheries and Wildlife website and follow the link: http://
www.maine.gov/ifw/wildlife/species/endangered_species/
baldeagle_delisting.htm.

A Visit To The Center
For Moosehead History

By Jon Hilton

There are many interesting
things to do in Greenville, but
one interesting place to visit is
right under your nose and many
people don’t know what they’re
missing. The Moosehead His-
torical Society has moved some
of their operation from the Junc-
tion to downtown Greenville
at The Center for Moosehead
History, formerly known as the
Community House.

Recently I was able to get a
quick tour and explore all of the
things the Center for Mooseh-
ead History has to offer. I was
stunned by the collection of lo-
cal history that was available
to learn from and about. Let
me share with you some of the
highlights.

The first display I experienced
was the Tour of Historic Maps
display. If you have an interest
in looking at how our Mooseh-
ead Region developed over the
past 200 years, this display is a
must see. Coffin’s Map of 1835
is one of the earliest and most
accurate maps of its time. This
map, which was preferred by
Thoreau, will definitely show
how much of a wilderness, the
Moosehead Region was, and
contemplating the changes that
have occurred since it’s publi-
cation is daunting. If you are
more interested in hunting and
fishing, then John Way’s map of
Moosehead Lake, published in
1874, is the map for you, com-
plete with a sportsman’s guide
in the left center of the glass
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THE INDIAN STORE - Turn to Page two to read this weeks Moosehead Historical So-
ciety’s Column titled, “Look What | Found.” Columnist John Muzzy has written some very

interesting history about the famed Indian Store building.

display case. This map was
published to accompany guide-
books about the area. Several
examples of guidebooks are
also on display. The maps and
the guidebooks demonstrate the
growing influx of people from
more populated areas, who came
to Maine seeking its restorative
and healthier environs.  The
Greenville area has changed
mightily over the years and The
Tour of Maps shows this growth
in the most interesting way.

The next display that caught
my eye was about the history of
Greenville High School. Com-
plete with artifacts from the
past, you can see an old band
uniform, complete with a stylish
hat, a GHS megaphone, which
has clearly seen many years
of great Greenville victories.
There is even an old bass drum,
which by all accounts looks like
it could be used today. All of
these are great but the pictures
and old yearbooks that you can
find here are really priceless. 1
could have spent hours looking
through old pictures, remem-
bering days of my youth. I had
forgotten what a special place
the Greenville school system
provided and how valuable
the memories and the people
I shared them with are. If you
have an interest in the Green-
ville schools, their history or
reconnecting with your past, a
trip to The Center for Mooseh-
ead History should be in your
future.

The display on Native Ameri-
cans of the Moosehead Region
is the last display I had time to
visit. If you are interested in
learning about the exploits of
particular Native Americans or
you want to connect with Native
American culture, this exhibit
shouldn’t be missed, you can
see a great display of pictures
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