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Earliest Ice Out
In History?

1he warmer than normal
temperatures could set a new record

By Jon Hilton

GREENVILLE- For years many Greenville area residents
have passed the time of mud season, by trying to predict when
the ice will go out on Moosehead Lake, the real end to winter,
the beginning of spring and summer on the horizon.

This year could be a historic one, with all of the warm weath-
er this winter season; the ice out could be the earliest one ever.
According to records compiled by Sander’s Store, the earliest
date for the ice out on Moosehead Lake is April 14, 1945. The
latest date on record is May 25, 1874.

This year annual Ice Out Contest is sponsored by Currier’s
Flying Service. Sign up was through Currier’s Flying Service
Facebook page and the Moosehead Messenger. Deadline for
sign up was April 1%, to be eligible to win the Ice Out Contest.
Not only do you get a chance to win bragging rights for the

year, there are also great prizes involved.

the person who

has the closest guess, will have the choice of A year’s sub-
scription to the Moosehead Messenger, Greenville’s Number
One Newspaper, gift certificate to L.L. Bean’s or plane ride,
supplied by Currier’s Air Service. The Second closest guess
will get the choice of the two remaining prizes and the third
closest guess will get the remaining prize. There were roughly
300 entrants for the contest this year and the winner will be
announced in the Moosehead Messenger and on Facebook at
both Currier’s Flying Service and The Moosehead Messenger

Facebook page.

The tradition of the ice out has existed in one form or another
around Greenville. For many years there were “ice out” com-
petitions held by various organizations in Greenville. There
was no official contest scheduled by anybody this year, so
Roger Currier stepped up to organize one. “It’s nice to be able
to give something back to a community that has given so much

to me.” Currier said.

As of today there are five days left to possibly see something
that hasn’t been seen since the end of World War II. T am hop-
ing that the weather continues to cooperate and the ice will be
officially out before Aprill14™, and we will be witness to a little

piece of Moosehead history.

Greenville budget

Seasomn opens

By Suzanne AuClair

As the 2010-11 budget season
opens for the Town of Green-
ville, Town Manager John Simko
said the goal this year will be to
present a flat budget come June
Town Meeting. But that effort is
going to come with its own set
of challenges, he said, as town
leaders begin to wend their way
through line items.

Some of the biggest hurdles
the town is facing include a con-
tinuing decline on the revenue
side of the budget, coupled with
a continuing rise on the expense
side of budget.

“There is a drive to keep costs
as flat as possible, or even to re-
duce the budget from last year’s
costs. I believe we can bring it
in, but we’ve already trimmed
and cut to the extent that we
should,” said Simko. “You have
to keep in mind, costs have gone
up. Now we’re trying to cut
costs wherever possible.”

Simko counts underfunding
some of the capital projects of
the past, such as for town equip-
ment and roads, as a way that
has only temporarily been able
to keep taxes down, but then, he
said, those projects eventually
come due. The reconstruction of

Selectmen open oil
bids for contract,
OK A.E. Robinson

GREENVILLE - Bids opened
this week for the Town of
Greenville’s 2010-2011 heating
contract came in at competitive
prices. Prices for #2 oil were
$2.6556/gallon by C.N. Brown
Company of South Paris;
$2.5874/gal. by A.E. Robinson
QOil Co. of Dover-Foxcroft; and
$2.889/gal. by McKusick Petro-
leum of Dover-Foxcroft.

In comparison to last year’s
oil prices, all saw increases.
As an example, the lowest bid
for heating oil, from Robinson,
went from a price of $1.879 per
gallon to $2.5874 per gallon,
representing a 71 cent increase
over last year’s price.

Based on this year’s bids,
total oil costs ranged from
$142,565.74 to $159,183.90.

On Wednesday Greenville
selectmen voted to approve the
signing of a contract with low-
est bidder, A .E. Robinson.

the Junction Wharf and now the
big costs to repair and renovate
the Oakes school building are
two examples he gave of costs
that were put off for years, but
that have now come home to
roost.

Some of the bigger items under
consideration on the town side of
the budget include the closing of
the landfill ($225,000); replac-
ing town computer equipment
($14,000); and the mounting of
a wind turbine and solar radiant
heat panels at the town building
(cost to the town $3,500).

Last year, in a bold move to
bring the town out of a spiraling
deficit and back into some sur-
plus, town employees resorted
to nip and tuck efforts, with each
dept. taking extraordinary mea-
sures to cut down to bare bone
operations.

Hours were cut at the landfill,
library, and the public works, a
salaried police officer was used
to fill in patrolling shifts, and
a cleaning person was laid off,
with some of that work done by
town employees. The replace-
ment of turnout gear and hose
by firemen was curtailed. The
town manager turned back trav-
el reimbursement and bought
office supplies out of his own
pocket. The cuts made in each
dept. amounted to an estimated
total savings of $28,356, which
was added back to the budget, in
addition to another approximate
$104,900 from an overlay ap-
propriation that went unused.

Those efforts appear to have
paid off. According to figures
provided by Simko, without
those cuts, the deficit would
have climbed to a quarter of a
million dollars. But by cutting
and not spending, by the close of
this fiscal year he said the town
is expecting to see a small but
positive fund balance this July.

The current tax mil rate for
Greenville is $10.40 per thou-
sand dollars of property valua-
tion. Some of the driving forces
over local taxes are the loss in
the amount of school subsidy by
the state, changes in the collec-
tion of tax by the county, and the
amount of surplus town lead-
ers want to keep for the budget.
Continuing drivers on tax rates
at the local level include land
values, capital improvements,
and services offered.
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ICE TAKES A BEATING - This view of Kineo shows the break up of the ice on Moosehead Lake. Record warm tempera-
tures have caused the ice to melt early this year with the possibility of a record breaking ice out date. The first ice out on

record was dated April 30, 1848 and a record was kept that was compiled by Sander’s Store.

Closed Rockwood

school undergoes
review

By Suzanne AuClair

For a year now the Rockwood
Elementary School has been
dark, its doors closed at the
end of the 2008-09 school year
when the student population
dwindled to just two. Today, the
handful of young students from
families living year round in the
area are either bussed to Green-
ville or are home-schooled.

Dept. of Education Commis-
sioner Susan Gendron told lo-
cal families last year that she
would review the possibility
of reopening the school a year
out from the time it closed,
giving the state time to see if
more families might move into
the area. The year mark is fast
approaching and, as promised,
that is exactly what state educa-
tion officials are now doing.

Contacted this week, Super-
intendent of schools for the
Unorganized Territories Shel-
ley Lane said they were under-
going a review now, confirming
the number of children that are
living in the greater Rockwood
area and how many there might
be who would attend school in
Rockwood.

When the  school
closed Gendron said it cost ap-
proximately $160,000 a year to
run it, and the state automati-

cally looks at schools in the UTs
when student enrollment drops
below 10. But many residents
said at the time that they did not
want to see the school close for
fear it would not open again,
given the state’s appetite for
consolidation and the expense
of running a school. Gendron
agreed to adopt a “wait and
see” approach, hinging much of
the future she said on what sort
of community the Plum Creek
plan might bring in.

Records show the school,
set geographically about half
way between Greenville and
Jackman, has always served
but a small number of students
compared to today’s standards.
According to historical ac-
counts, at one time the former
school, located across from the
Moose River, did close but later
bounced back when the number
of school-aged children swelled
enough for the school to carry
some 27 pupils.

Today, the current school,
opened in 1991, is located to the
back of the Rockwood Commu-
nity Center off of Rt. 15. It is
designed for 40 students, with
two classrooms holding up to
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Greenville eyes wind,
solar power,

Wind turbine, sun panels may be
installed downtown

By Suzanne AuClair

As townspeople across Maine
begin to decide whether or not
wind turbines are something
they want to encourage or dis-
courage in their planning or-
dinances, Greenville may be
springing up with a model ex-
ample of what “green” energy
can do right in the downtown.

Earlier this year a $79,000
grant from the Public Utilities
Commission was secured and
allows the town to install a wind
turbine and solar panels.

Greenville Town Manager
John Simko, long a proponent
of the wind and solar energy
movement, expects the instal-
lations could conservatively
shave some $4,000 per year off
municipal electrical and heating
bills.

“The municipal building is in
the center of town with a very
high visibility. The site,” he not-
ed, “would provide the public
with a very visible illustration
of wind and solar energy appli-
cations.”

As the town begins its bud-
get season and looks for ways to
cut real costs, the town manager
explained in an interview this
week that the solar panels would
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KEY CLUB VARIETY SHOW - The Annual GHS Key Club Variety Show took place on
Wednesday, April 7 at Oakes Auditorium. Above Mr. Crabtree accompanied Senior Lily
McLaughlin to the song “Goodbye to You”. This years variety show did not disappoint and
provided skits and a large helping of musical talent. Kudos to all who attended and per-

formed.

be used to generate radiant heat
that could be used to heat the of-
fices and hot water.

The panels would be mounted
on the roof of the municipal
building. It is expected to be able
to produce 33,000 BTUs (Brit-
ish Thermal Units, a measure of
heat). The current oil boiler, he
noted, is rated at 120,000 BTUs.
With four solar panels, Simko
said reports about the radiant
heat say it may reduce the con-
sumption of oil by some 58 per-
cent, with a projected savings of
$1,803.

The wind turbine would be
situated on the back side of the
town’s storage building, located
just across the street from the
municipal building near the
fire station and would capture
wind coming down from East
Cove. In his report to the Board
of Selectmen, Simko noted the
turbine is estimated to produce
92 percent of what was used
last year, for a savings of some
$3,143. He estimates the town
uses approximately 21,091 kilo-
watts of power.

The turbine and solar panels
would not replace the use of oil
but, said Simko, they could sig-
nificantly cut costs, and the total
system could be used to provide
residents, visitors, businesses
and other communities with a
working model that could be
replicated on a smaller or larger
scale.

Total cost to the project is
expected to be $87,235.70; tur-
bine installation is estimated
at $66,104.50, the solar pan-
els at $18,631.20, with another
$2,500 built in as a contingency
fund. The town would be re-
quired to come up with a 10 per-
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